MY STONE COMPANY
THE FRIENDSHIP STONE
The Friendship Stone began on a visit to South Africa when a chance encounter led Cathy Raff, the founder of My Stone Company to notice the Tiger’s Eye. What started with giving a few stones to a couple of friends soon grew into The Friendship Stone – a meaningful give-back gift of love, appreciation and gratitude.

Key Highlights:

· The Friendship Stone was launched in 2005 as a keepsake – a small give-back gift to hold onto, expressing friendship, support and love
· The Friendship Stone is natural, variegated Tiger’s Eye originating from the Western Cape, South Africa
· The Friendship Stone is available in Single Stone packages, Power of Two packages or Spontaneous Giving packages containing three Friendship Stones to give away
· 10% of all profits of The Friendship Stone  are sent back to the help the rural communities in South Africa where the stone originates 

· The Friendship Stones have been generously donated to brighten up the lives of the following:

· 864 military personnel at the Walter Reed Hospital, Washington DC 

· 150 supporters of  City at Peace, New York, which creates safe, healthy, peaceful lives and communities for inner-city teenagers using the performing arts as a vehicle 

· The HHD 63rd ORD BN (EOD) Explosive Ordinance Disposal battalion in Ft. Drum, New York, prior to their deployment to Iraq  

Background 

Discovered in large quantities in Western South African soil in the 1880’s, the Tiger’s Eye is a semi-precious gemstone displaying an effect of a thin band of light, called Chatoyancy, that changes position as the stone is turned back and forth.  
The Tiger’s Eye is made up of crystal deposits of quartz and a fibrous blue mineral called crocidolite. While in the earth, these crystals condense simultaneously from hot-mineral rich fluids coursing through tiny cracks in the rock that grow and fill it
. The combination of the two crystals as well as the crocidolite fibers help form the Chatoyancy effect the Tiger’s Eye is well-known for. 
The variegated Friendship Stones are not artificially edged, shaped, colored or processed. The powerfully- colored stones are naturally tumbled in a stone-on-stone process and carefully hand-sorted three times. Each Friendship Stone is chosen for its natural beauty and luminosity. 

The Message of The Friendship Stone

The Friendship Stone is meant to serve as an important reminder of the bond of friendship. The ability of the stone to change with the rays of light is an important message for how one chooses to view life and friendship. Just like the stone’s appearance changes, the Friendship Stone symbolizes the power of choice, of positive thinking and of one’s ability to alter direction in life. 

The structure of the stone is as beautiful, distinctive and irreplaceable as the people that comprise one’s life. The stone, small-enough to be permanently carried around, serves as a constant trigger to the importance of each individual in our life.  By giving the Friendship Stone, one provides a keepsake, an everlasting sign that regardless of location, there will always be an enduring connection between those two particular individuals. 

A Give-Back Gift
The Friendship Stone is a unique give-back gift that helps bring water to the communities in South Africa where the stone originates. With each purchase of The Friendship Stone, 10% of all profits are donated to help tangibly improve the quality of life for these people. 
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